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Corporate volunteers, grants and  donated materials  
have all contributed to energizing  community garden 
projects and often make possible sorely needed reno-
vations or exciting special events in neighborhood gar-
dens. Contributions from  Tom's of Maine, Martha 
Stewart Living, Disney, Gardener's Supply Company, 
Chelsea Garden Center, American Express, Goldman 
Sachs, Rodale and Fiskar's have all played a part in 
CENYC's PAL project success.  

One interesting model is Tom's of Maine re-granting 
program which helps projects grow and increase their 

service capacity.  
 

Ten Plant-A-Lot (PAL) 
assisted community 
gardens applied for 
$1,000  Common Good 
Partnership grants ad-
ministered by the 
American Community 
Gardening Association 
(ACGA) through Tom's 
of Maine. ACGA and 
Tom's of Maine want to  
help connect people 
with nature and raise 
public awareness of 
community gardens.  

 

 

TOM'S OF MAINE: A GOOD PARTNERSHIP  
When you purchase a Tom's of Maine deodorant stick, soap 
and body wash  value pack from select stores, you receive a 
manufacturer's coupon, recipes and growing tips for planting 
seeds. The free package  of organic seeds are  from plants 
used in the Tom’s of Maine  products and grown by SEEDS 
of CHANGE, New Mexico .  
 

Here in New York City, if you're looking for a community gar-
den in which to sow your seeds, CENYC's website, 
(www.oasisnyc.net/gardens/cenycmapsearch.asp)  can help 
you locate one by zip code, borough or garden name. 
ACGA's national website can help you locate (by State), 
the nearest community garden organization that can 
direct you to the closest neighborhood garden. 

MAKE THE ROAD BY WALKING  
 

Make the Road by Walking and Tom's of Maine, a com-
pany renowned for natural toothpaste are bringing b ig 

smiles to Bushwick community gardeners. 
 

Over 70 grant applications were received and reviewed. 
Fifteen grantees were selected, one of the grantees was 
PAL's Arboleda de los Ninos, also known as Children's 
Grove Park, sponsored by Make the Road by Walking, Inc. 
(MRW) of Bushwick, Brooklyn.  This local environmental 
non-profit  promotes environmental justice by addressing 
the severe shortage of accessible green space in Bushwick.  
The  garden is located in a community with the lowest open 
space ratio per 1,000 residents among all New York City 
communities save one. Back in May of 1999, MRW helped 
local residents work together to clean up and fence an 
abandoned lot. Staff and volunteers 
began developing the site by organiz-
ing weekend clean-ups and installed 
a six- foot wrought iron fence. With 
the support of a very generous indi-
vidual contributor,  MRW was able to 
buy the property. PAL staff, with fund-
ing from the Louis and Anne Abrons 
Foundation, assisted MRW staff and 
volunteers and have helped to create 
one of the few, community managed 
open spaces in this Bushwick community.  

Residents can now sit in the gazebo or on benches near the 
lawn and  watch children play among the plants and flow-
ers. With the additional resources from Tom's of Maine, the 
gardeners plan to buy a lawn mower, install lights to keep 
the garden open longer and buy plant and maintenance 
equipment. 
 

Thanks to Tom’s of Maine and all the PAL assisted commu-
nity garden projects that applied to the re-granting  program, 
including:  

Brooklyn Gardens:  

Eastern Parkway Coalition, GreenSpace@President Street, 
Hull Street, PS4K Paradise Garden, Nicole's Place  

Manhattan Gardens: Forsyth Garden Conservancy, Inc., 
M'Finda Kalunga, PS 76 School Garden, El Sitio Feliz. 

Corporate Support of Community Gardens                                      
by: Gerard Lordahl 
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A PLANT-A-LOT UPDATE  
Over the past 2 years, much of the work of Plant-A-
Lot (PAL) staff has been focused on refurbishing 4 
gardens initially created with PAL input in the late 
1970’s and early 1980’s. The gardens (All Peoples 
Garden on East 3rd Street between Avenues C and D, 
Creative Little Garden on East 6th Street between 
Avenues A and B, Miracle Garden on East 3rd Street 
between Avenues A and B and Parque de Tranquili-
dad on East 4th Street between Avenues C and D) 
were all in need of pathway refurbishment, new plant-
ings, pruning, rejuvenating old plantings and adding 
new elements. Thanks to the continued support of the 
Louis and Anne Abrons Foundation and new funding 
from the Evan Frankel and Greenacre Foundations  
for PAL staff time and material purchases, all four of 
these gardens received facelifts and a new influx of 
community support. PAL staff initially met with garden 
members to discuss design options, and plans were 
devised for rebuilding with community involvement. 
 

The Lower East Side was home to a large number of 
vacant lots in the 70’s and 80’s that were cleaned up 
by neighborhood volunteers and turned into commu-
nity gardens which at one time numbered over 70. 
Beginning in the 1980’s and continuing through today; 
many of these gardens and other vacant lots have 
turned into market rate housing. A number of gardens 
remain - - most protected as permanent gardens ei-

ther by inclu-
sion in the 
Parks De-
partment or 
in a Land 
Trust. 

Many of 
these gar-
dens are 20 
or more 
years old and 
in need of 
repair. In 
some cases 
the garden 
groups need 
organizing 
help or new 
members. In 
both All Peo-

ples Garden and Creative Little Garden, elderly long 
time garden leaders passed away in the past year. 

 

 

ALL PEOPLE'S GARDEN  
The first garden to be renovated was All Peoples  

Garden with a grant 
from the Evan 
Frankel Founda-
tion. Before the 
renovation the gar-
den had a crum-
bling stage, some 
large shrubs and 
trees but no smaller 
plants, a vandal 
prone shed, broken 
benches and tables 
and an uneven 
pathway.  The gar-
deners, working 
with PAL staff Tom 
Twente, planned a new garden 
with a new stage and adjacent 
patio area that would offer flexi-
bility for informal seating as well as organized perform-
ances and activities. New handicap accessible brick path-
ways were installed, leading to a new 14-foot diameter 
gazebo, a rear barbecue area and new steel shed. New 
plantings included lilacs, roses, perennials and spring 
flowering bulbs. Artist Pasqualina Azzarello was commis-
sioned to paint a mural on the wall of the adjacent church 
building. The garden was completed with an opening 
celebration on November 25, 2003 attended by garden-
ers, community residents and representatives from green-
ing organizations and city officials. Olean For, the garden 
founder and leader lived to see the new garden but only 
enjoyed it briefly as she died from pneumonia in May 
2004 at age 83. She is immortalized by a quote on the 
mural that says “ I love the roses. I love the trees. I love all 
God’s air that we all breathe” The garden is open daily 
and is particularly busy during lunch hour. 
 

MIRACLE GARDEN  
The Greenacre Foundation Provided materials and the 
Louis and Anne Abrons Foundation provided support for 
PAL staff to assist gardeners at this East 3rd Street gar-
den. The fence was repaired and includes a trash barrier. 
A new brick pathway was installed from the gate to a 
newly level flagstone patio and repaired stage.  A group of 
students along with teacher Naima Freitas from City-as-
School High School collected cultural information from the 
gardeners for inclusion on the Garden Mosaics website 
www.gardenmosaics .cornell.edu/. The students also 
planted two new perennial beds. Several students as-
sisted in the installation of a rainwater harvesting system 
which collects rainwater from the garden’s covered stage. 
The stage received a new roof, and gutters during the 
renovation.                                       (continued on page 4) 

All People's Garden,  
Lower East Side, Manhattan 
E. 3rd St., Avenues C & D 

Revitalizing a Neighborhood of Gardens            
by: Lenny Librizzi 

Miracle Garden,  
Lower East Side, Manhattan 
E. 3rd St., Avenues A & B 



Page 3 Plant-A-Lot  

dormancy, the period when these 
trees are resting and have no 
leaves.  Sap will bleed from these 
trees if pruned before their leaves 
mature. 

Buddleia or Butterfly bush should 
be pruned to the ground. It flowers 
on new growth.  Prune Roses for 
ventilation and sunlight.  Prune 
trees (except Maple, Birch and Wal-
nut), summer and fall flowering 
shrubs, perennials and annuals. 
Pick faded blossoms for continuous 
blooms.  Wait to prune spring flow-
ering shrubs until after they finish 
flowering.  Plant trees, shrubs and 
perennials.  Wait until after April 
25th to plant annuals and seeds.   
 

Disease and Insects 
Dormant oil sprays are highly effec-
tive when applied in March. They 
are safe to animals and most plants 
but suffocate damaging insects that 
feed on trees and shrubs.  Use su-
perior oil (medium refinement) on 
scale insects before buds break.  
Check prunus species (cherry tree), 
taxus, cotoneaster, dogwood, etc. 
for scale activity.  Superior oil is 
effective for mites and aphids as 
well.  It can be applied with a 
sprayer which can be bought at a 
garden supply center.  Do not spray 
Sugar Maple, Beech, Hickory, Wal-
nut or Spruce.  Spray on windless 
days when temperature is above 45 
degrees.  Follow manufacturers 
instructions for application and fre-
quency.  
 

Bulbs 
Inspect emerging Tulips for botrytis 
(rot), indicated by the scored tips 
and spots near tips of leaves.  Dig 
up bulb and discard if rot is present.  
Fertilize bulbs as flower blooms 
start to fade with bone meal and 
nitrogen fertilizer every year. This 
will help promote next year's 
growth.  Do not remove leaves until 
they are brown and dead.  Bulbs 
need them to store nutrients for 
next year.  Label bulb plantings to 
ensure that you do not accidentally 

Group 
Meet with other members of your 
community garden to plan for 
spring.  If your group does not 
have bylaws and rules; now is a 
good time to create them.  If 
there were problems your rules 
did not address last season, this 
is the time to refine them.  Plan 
ahead for events in the garden.  
Create a time line and to do list 
for events. Identify which mem-
bers will take responsibility for 
different tasks. Is there too much 
to do?  Identify people who might 
want to join your garden.   
 

Mulch 
Loosen mulch matted by snow.  
Remove top layer of mulch from 
roses on warm days (over 40 
degrees).  Re-cover at night. In 
March remove winter mulches 
from perennial beds to prevent 
mildew and to allow bulbs to 
come up.  Gradually remove 
mulch over a three day period.  
Remove top layer of mulch from 
roses, leaving a layer on soil.  
Watch for a cold night when tem-
peratures dip below 30 degrees.  
Cover rose 
plants with 
straw, salt 
hay or leaf 
mold; on 
these very 
cold nights.  

Remove all 
winter mulch 
by the end of April.  Wait until 
tender growth hardens off before 
applying summer mulch. 
 

Trees, Shrubs and Flowers 
Fall and summer flowering 
shrubs can be pruned now such 
as the Butterfly Bush and vines 
such as grapes, Wisteria.  On 
warm days check for plants that 
have been heaved from the soil 
by freezing and thawing.  Reset 
plant at original soil level and firm 
the soil around it.  Do Not Prune 
Birch, Maple or Walnut during 

dig them up when 
planting later in the season. 
Remove Iris leaves with vertical 
striping (along length of leaf) an 
indication of disease 

Water 
Wash down sidewalks around any 
street tree pits and flush tree pits 
with water to reduce the damage 
caused by de-icing salt compounds. 

New plantings should be watered 
weekly, unless rain drenches the 
soil.  When freezing nights pass, 
typically after the 3rd week in April, it 
is ok to turn outdoor spigots on for 
the season. 
 

Lawn 
Walking on the lawn when the 
ground is thawing compacts soil 
and kills grass roots.  Stay off the 
lawn unless it needs to be raked. 

Re-seed lawns or start a new one 
once ground temperatures reach 70 
degrees during the day.  Rake out 
snow mold spots. Check for soil 
compaction. Correct by aerating the 
lawn.  If you note brown patches, 
you may have Japanese beetle 
grubs.  Cut a section bordering 
patch and look for grubs.  Apply 
milky spore to control the grubs. 
 

Structural Maintenance 
Wear a mask and use a drop cloth 
to protect the ground. Sand down 
rough or worn spots on wooden 
surfaces. If previously sealed with 
waterproofing or a wood sealer, 
apply a new coat.  Do this when 
temperatures are above 50 de-
grees.  Use a non-toxic wood pre-
servative.  Look for pressure 
treated wood in retaining walls, 
some posts, and other structures. 
Use caution before sanding, cutting 
or refinishing pressure treated wood 
by wearing gloves and a dust mask, 
and carefully clean-up any scraps. 

Caring for your garden February - April    
by: Tom Twente    
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(continued from page 2)  

A PLANT-A-LOT UPDATE  
High school students from the Architecture, Construction and 
Engineering Mentoring Program  (ACE)  helped to complete 
the Rainwater Harvesting System. Miracle Gardener Rachelle 
Garniez and her band performed a concert that reintroduced 
the refurbished Miracle Garden to the neighborhood and 
attracted new garden members.  After the work was 
completed several garden members gave Ruth Kuhlmann, 
Executive Director of the Greenacre Foundation, a tour of the 
garden. 

 

CREATIVE LITTLE  
Throughout the summer and early fall of 2004 PAL staff 
focused on both Creative Little and Parque de Tranquilidad 
thanks to a grant from the Evan Frankel Foundation. The 
wrought iron fences at both gardens were repaired. Trees 
were pruned at Creative Little by professional arborists. Mark, 
one of the gardeners, took on the task of resetting and 
expanding the flagstone patio. New gravel was brought in with 
assistance from American Express volunteers to even the pathway. Steps at the front gate, which were caving in, 
were rebuilt with 7 foot wide bluestone treads. A new trellis was added in the rear of the garden using timbers 
rescued from the Rusk Institute by PAL staff. Gardeners and PAL staff invited Nancy Wendell, Executive Director 
of the Evan Frankel Foundation to a breakfast in the garden. Sadly, longtime garden leader, Françoise Cachelin, 
died at the age of 85, a year before the garden rehabilitation was complete. A group of new and long-time 
gardeners inspired by Françoise continues her tradition of opening the garden every day. 

    

PARQUE de TRANQUILIDAD  
Parque de Tranquilidad  is a true escape from the hustle of the street. Like many other gardens, Parque has 
experienced its up and downs both physically and within the garden group.  The past few years have been a down 
period in both ways. The garden became overgrown and weed infested with uneven pathways. The group was  
disorganized. Funding from the Evan Frankel Foundation helped rejuvenate the garden. There is a new trash 
barrier on the front fence, the old brick pathways have been replaced with bluestone pulverized gravel and the 
entry is redone with flagstone. Volunteer crews from American Express, under the direction of Open Space 
Greening Program Director Gerard Lordahl, provided a labor force for the more labor-intensive projects. Weeds 
have been replaced with a mass planting of several varieties of day lilies and the entire garden has been mulched 
with bark chips. The garden is looking as good as ever and new and old garden members are meeting. A re-
opening ceremony was held on October 29th 2004. 

 All of this concentrated activity has made a significant impact on the quality of the open spaces in the Lower East 
Side. These gardens are valuable resources for the community. The combination of hard work and dedication of 
the community gardeners, the skill and expertise of PAL staff and the commitment of supportive foundations has 
given this community combined assets  that are greater than the individual gardens. They will be enjoyed by 

Parque de Tranquilidad Garden,  
Lower East Side, Manhattan 
E. 4th St., Avenues C & D 

 
 
Revitalizing a Neighborhood of Gardens  
by: Lenny Librizzi  
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The Garden Crusader Awards were created by Gardener's Supply Company in 2001 to 
honor individuals who are improving the world through gardening. These enthusiastic 
men and women are planting trees and flowers, growing food, creating new green 
spaces, and teaching their friends and neighbors about the rewards of gardening. 

In 2004, Garden Crusader Award recipients received a total of $12,000 in cash and 
prizes to support their projects. We salute these gardeners for investing their time and 
energy to make our world a better place! 

Garden Crusader Award Categories: 

Education 

Feeding the Hungry 

Beautification 

Urban Renewal 

Restoration 

If you know of someone who is leading a program or project that fits one of the above 
categories, we encourage you to nominate that individual for a Garden Crusader 
Award. Nomination forms for the 2005 Awards will be accepted until May 15, 2005. 
Winners will be announced in October, 2005. If you'd like more information, please 
contact by E-mail  (crusader@gardeners.com) or phone (1-888-239-1553) 

51 Chambers Street, Room 228 
New York, NY 10007 
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ENVIRONMENT  OF  NEW  
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Fax: 212-788-7913 

Email: mapalot@rcn.com 
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2005 ANNUAL SPRING PLANT SALE  
 
Hundreds of community garden groups 
will be participating in the PAL sponsored 
annual spring plant sale 2005 on Saturday 
May, 7th from 8AM - 3PM at the Hattie 
Carthan Community Garden in Bedford-
Stuyvesant, Brooklyn.  
Please return your order forms by 5PM, 
March 25th.  


